
Troubleshooting

Tips 131

TheitemsthatareserviceableusingthisManual
arefollowedbythepagenumberreferencein
parenthesis.Theitemsthatrequireuseofthe
HondaServiceManualarefollowedbyan
asterisk(*).

ENGINE DOES NOT START OR IS HARD TO START

CHECK POSSIBLE CAUSES

1.Checkthefuel
flowtocarburetor

REACHING
CARBURETOR

NOTREACHING
CARBURETOR

WEAKORNO
SPARK

LOW

ENGINESTARTS
BUTSOONSTOPS

2.Trysparktest*

GOODSPARK

•Nofuelinfueltank
•Cloggedfuellineor
fuelfilter(P.34)
•Stickingfloatvalve*

•Cloggedfuelfillcap
breathertube

•Faultysparkplug(P.52)
•Fouledsparkplug(P.52)
•Faultyignitioncontrol
module*

•Brokenorshorteddirect
ignitioncoilwire
•Faultyexcitercoil*
•Brokenorshorteddirect
ignitioncoil
•Faultyenginestopbutton
•Looseordisconnected
ignitionsystemwires
•Faultyignitionpulse
generator*

3.Testcylinder
compression*

NORMAL

•Valvestuckopen
•Worncylinderandpiston
ring*

•Leaking/damaged
cylinderheadgasket
•Impropervalvetiming*

•Seizedvalve

4.Startbyfollowing
normalstarting
procedure

ENGINEDOES
NOTFIRE

•Improperchokeoperation
•Pilotscrewincorrectly
adjusted*

•Insulatorleaking
•Improperignitiontiming
(Faultydirectignitioncoil
orignitionpulse
generator)*

•Fuelcontaminated
•Improperhotstart
operation(P.13)

WETPLUG5.Removeand
inspectsparkplug

DRY

•Carburetorflooded
•Chokeclosed
•Throttlevalveopen
•Aircleanerdirty(P.43)

6.STARTWITHCHOKEON

POOR PERFORMANCE AT LOW AND UNSTABLE

IDLE SPEED

CHECK POSSIBLE CAUSES

1.Checkifair
cleanerisover-
oiled(P.43)

CORRECT

INCORRECT

INCORRECT

LEAKING

CLOGGED

INCORRECT

LOW

WEAKOR
INTERMITTENT
SPARK

CORRECT

CORRECT

NOTLEAKING

NOTCLOGGED

GOODSPARK

2.Checkifthe
connectingtube
and/orinsulator
isleaking

3.Checkcarburetor
pilotscrew
adjustment

4.Checkcarburetor
jetsandaccelerator
pumpforclogs

5.Trysparktest

6.Checkthethrottle
positionsensor*

CORRECT

7.Testcylinder
compression*

•Over-oiledaircleaner

• Looseconnectingtube
and/orinsulatorband

• Damagedconnecting
tubeand/orinsulator

• Fuel-airmixturetoo
lean(Turnthepilot
screwout)(P.120)

• Fuel-airmixturetoorich
(Turnthepilotscrewin)
(P.120)

• Contaminantsinthe
fuel

• Notcleanedfrequently
enough(P.112)

• Faulty,carbonorwet
fouledsparkplug(P.52)

• Faultyignitioncontrol
module*

• Faultyexcitercoil*
• Faultyenginestop

button
• Faultydirectignitioncoil*
• Brokenorshorted

directignitioncoilwire
• Looseordisconnected

ignitionsystemwires
• Faultyignitionpulse

generator*

• Faultythrottleposition
sensor*

• Ringworn
• Cylinderwornor

damaged*

• Pistonwornor
damaged*

• Headgasketnot
sealing

• Valvestuckopen

POOR PERFORMANCE AT HIGH SPEED

CHECK POSSIBLE CAUSES

1.Disconnectfuel
lineatcarburetor
andcheckfor
clogging(P.34)

UNRESTRICTED
FUELFLOW

FUELFLOW
RESTRICTED

CONDITION
WORSE

DIRTY2.Removeair
cleaner(P.43)

AIRFILTER
NOTDIRTY

•Lackoffuelintank(P.34)
•Cloggedfuelline(P.34)
•Cloggedfuelfill
capbreathertube(P.34)
•Cloggedfuelfilter(P.35)
•Cloggedfuelvalve(P.34)

•Notcleaned
frequentlyenough
(P.43)

CLOGGED

INCORRECT

LOW

WEAKOR
INTERMITTENT
SPARK

NOTCLOGGED

CORRECT

CORRECT

GOODSPARK

4.Checkcarburetor
jetsforclogging

5.Checkvalve
timing

6.Trysparktest

7.Testcylinder
compression*

•Contaminantsin
thefuel

CORRECT

3.Installalarger
carburetormain
jet(P.117)

•Jetsizewrong,rejet
intheopposite
direction(P.120)

•Camsprocketnot
installedproperly

•Faulty,carbonorwet
fouledsparkpulg
(P.52)
•Faultyignitioncontrol
module*

•Faultyexcitercoil*
•Faultyenginestopbutton
•Faultydirectignitioncoil*
•Brokenorshorted
directignitioncoilwire
•Looseordisconnected
ignitionsystemwires
•Faultyignitionpulse
generator*

•Ringworn
•Cylinderwornordamaged
•Pistonwornordamaged
•Headgasketnotsealing
•Valvestuckopen


